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Summary of the meeting held on October 15, 2008

The Chair of the Working Group began the meeting at 10:30 a.m. and put to its consideration the order of business, which was approved without comments.
1. Planning of the special meeting

The Chair presented his proposal on the format of the special meeting, with a view to improving the negotiation process.  To this end, he took into account the structure and concepts in the document, which, pursuant to the mandate, must be presented by the Chair at the special meeting.

After his presentation, the Chair offered the floor to delegations to make their comments.  Most delegations present expressed appreciation for the detailed and comprehensive presentation by the Chair.  Some delegations expressed various concerns regarding the proposal.  These concerns were well received by the Chair who thanked the delegations for their comments which, he said, would be reflected in the final document.

Finally, it was agreed that the special meeting will held from December 9 to 12, 2008, and that the process of convening the meeting and presentation of the draft agenda and draft schedule will begin as soon as possible.  In addition, the Chair reiterated his appeal both to the member states and to the Indigenous Caucus to present, as soon as possible, proposals on topics that highlight the special characteristics of the region.
2. Other business
There were no topics to be discussed under this item.
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